As an interdisciplinary course, your work should be drawn from two disciplines such as Science and History, Philosophy and History, Classic Literature and History etc.                                                 
Once the topic has been chose, you will develop a bibliography of primary and secondary sources.  Each bibliography must include a minimum of three primal sources and twelve secondly sources. Once you have conducted a bit of research, I will ask for you to write a research proposal, something similar to a précis, outlining the topic you are examining. In addition, you should offer some tentative conclusions you hope to draw. This will be a short paper, perhaps two pages in length. You and your classmates will discuss all of the research proposals evaluating strengths and weaknesses.
Once you have assembled a solid bee of information, you can begin writing your paper. I will ask for rough drafts in the second half of the semester. By submitting a rough draft I will have a chance to direct your paper a bit better and hopefully improve them while steering you away from pitfalls.
Each student is required to make their paper available to their classmates. All students are required to read their papers (or stories) written in the course. The Research Paper or story offering: Each student will present his or her research paper to the class. Presentations should be about 15 to 20 minutes in length. Students will read their offerings followed by a defense of the paper/short story.  The talk should focus on the main themes of the paper/short story, leaning heavily on establishing your argument, laying out the evidence, and providing your conclusions.. All papers must conform to standard, formal English. They must be double-spaced and typed. Professional writing practices will be mandated. This includes using the Turabian citation style for all papers. 
Much more about this assignment will be discussed in class. What is written here is only a basic discussion of the seminar paper. Much more information about tie paper will be provided in class.  Failure to turn in any assignment on the day that it is due will result in a reduction of grade on the assignment.

Your research paper should be drawn from researching one book (at least) and referencing two articles. In lieu of a book, a research paper may be based on four articles. The paper should not exceed twenty-five pages in length and should in all likelihood be a minimum of fifteen to twenty pages in length.  Do not attempt to Internet plagiarize! 

Possible Research Paper/Short Story Subjects for Exploration  
1. Events of Natural history; For example, the creation of the Mediterranean Sea by the fall of Gibraltar, if the earth had no moon or more than one moon, if a comet had no destroyed life in the Cretaceous period and there was an evolution of dinosaurs into more sapient beings.
1. The death or survival of various “influential” historical figures.
1. The onset or avoidance of historical disasters such as plagues or earthquakes. (San Francisco Earthquake, Chicago Fire)
1. The invention of different or new technologies at different points in time. Birth control for example)
1.  A personal autobiographical review citing a new life.


